reported is 10 837, which refer to 10 528 workers and 1181 companies. The overall arithmetic mean is 1.44 mg/m3 and the geometric mean is 0.97 mg/m3. Industrial sectors at high risk are "manufacture of wood and wood products" (n = 5539) as well as "manufacture of furniture"
(n = 4347). About 74% of exposure measurements report a value <2 mg/m3. In the multifactorial analysis, it has been found that job category, industrial sector, company size and geographical location of the company influence the exposure levels.
Conclusions: This study confirms the previous findings about occupational exposure to wood dust (mainly in wood industry and among woodworking machine operators) and suggests further investigations on other risk sectors (building and repairing of ships and boats). The potential of the occupational exposure database as a source of data for exposure assessment and surveillance is also confirmed. performed by using SAS software (version 9.1).
RESULTS
The SIREP database contains records from 1822 companies and 11 322 exposed workers to wood dust, collected up to 31 December 2006. A total of 641 companies with missing Non-significant interactions (p>0.05) were excluded step by step from the model. The variables included in the final model and their statistical significance are reported in Wood dust seems to be the most frequent carcinogenic agent in occupational exposures recorded by SIREP,18 confirming the results of an earlier European study that found this exposure widespread in the 25 member states of the EU. About 3.6 million workers (2.0% of the employed population) were Several limitations should be considered in interpreting the results of this study. Firstly, a lack of information in the original documentation sent to ISPESL. Indeed, the quality of the computing, which greatly depends on the degree of reported details, may be low when only the title of the report is given. This knowledge can be very useful in designing strategies for preventing occupational exposures.
